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Principal

Providence Classical’s Susan Oweis
tries to be fair, firm, friendly, flexible

By Susan Robertson

JAMES CITY — Susan
Oweis’ motto is “Learn
every day and rule with
love.”

That’s why she feels like
she was voted Best
Principal in the annual
Gazette polling. She was
surprised to receive the
honor.

“Being an administrator
is such a tough job,” said
Oweis, who 1s head of
school at Providence
Classical School, “that hon-
estly anyone who does it
deserves this kind of recog-
nition.”

She began her career in
education 21 years ago as a
seventh-grade math and
history teacher at James
Blair Middle School and
later moved to Toano
Middle School. In 2003 she
became assistant principal
at Queens Lake Middle
School. She took over
Providence Classical in
2006.

Throughout her career,
she said she has tried to
learn everything she can
from the people around her.

“I learn something new
from my students every
day,” she said.

The teachers and admin-
istrators she has worked
with through the years have
taught her inside and out-

side the classroom.

One piece of advice that
has stuck with her came
from Lucia Sebastian, York
Schools chief academic
officer. She once inter-
viewed Sebastian to find
out what made her such a
well-liked administrator,
and Sebastian told her she
believed it was because she
was “fair, firm, friendly
and flexible.”

Oweis said that made
sense to her and she’s tried
to apply that to her own
work. She also believes in
demonstrating love over an
iron fist, which stems the
passage “love never fails”
in I Corinthians.

“No matter what hap-
pens,” she said. “I tell my
staff to love the families, to
just love them.”

She has found that if the
families know that she and
the staff care, that even the
worst of situations can be
taken care of without ani-
mosity. She strives for that
with the students, families
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and staff.

“Having been a teacher,”
she said, “I want to be the
principal whom I would
want to work for.”
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Lynne Gaskill, Lead Technician and IICRC-
certified Master Textile Cleaner, 12 years

Year after Year!

2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008
Thanks to you!

Carpet cleaning - Upholstery
Tile floors - Wood floors - Stone floors

Emergency drying of floods!
Water damage service

564-0201
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8514 Richmond Rd., Lightfoot

(located in the Pavilion Shops next to NY Deli)

[Chickadeesconsigns@cox.net|
open Tues.-Sat. 10-5

(757) 645-3365
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We've served our country, raised our family and worked hard to be where
we are today. We've earned every minute of our retirement - and we're not
about to slow down now. That’s why we've chosen to live in a great retirement
community, where we have the time and opportunity to enjoy life to the
fullest. From great meals to great times, we're more active and more engaged
in life than ever. We think you’d love it here, too.

There’s everything here that you could want or need today, tomorrow and
always. So don’t miss an opportunity to visit - even if it’s just to see what you're
missing. For a first-hand look at the lifestyle you've earned, call or visit our

Thank you for supporting Chambrel as one of

the finest retirement communities in 2009!

Independent Living
Personalized Assisted Living
Exceptional Experiences Every Day*™

3800 Treyburn Dr.
Williamsburg, VA 23185
(757) 220-1839
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Maintenance-Free Living - Recreation - Chef-Prepared Meals - Clubs and Activities

55@00753- RES04-1209

Exceptional Experiences Every Day is a Service Mark of Brookdale Senior Living Inc., Nashville, TN, USA =
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